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    Culture and the arts
Promoting participation and achievement in culture and arts to support growth of the cultural industries.

    


            
        

    

    
        

    Online grants
Sign in to our culture and the arts online grants page.
Online grants

    

            
        

    


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
   

    
        

    Culture and the arts news

    





    
        
                     
                       
                       

                        

                            
                                [image: Drone view of the Albany Entertainment Centre at dusk]
                        

                        
                            
                                Contract awarded for Albany Entertainment Centre works

                            




                            
                                26 March 2024
                            











                            
                                The State Government has awarded the contract for important roof repairs at the iconic Albany Entertainment Centre, with Colab Construction to start work soon.
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                                Nearly $19m screen funding revealed at WA production premiere

                            




                            
                                11 March 2024
                            











                            
                                Show business is good business for WA – that’s the message from the State Government as the Minister for Culture and the Arts reveals almost $19 million in new funding for the state’s screen industry.
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                                Prize-winning short films hit the big screen at Rooftop

                            




                            
                                1 March 2024
                            











                            
                                Australia’s best short film makers were recognised last night at the awards for the Best Australian Short-Film Competition.
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                                Stan Original comedic crime thriller filmed in WA outback
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                                Population 11, the first Stan Original Series to be filmed in Western Australia, will premiere on 14 March.
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                                Perth Hills the scene of the latest WA film production
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                                Production of WA feature film Birthright kicks off production today in the Perth Hills.
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                                Calling all writers – the WA Premier's Book Awards open for entries

                            




                            
                                15 January 2024
                            











                            
                                Western Australian writers are being urged to enter the 2024 Western Australian Premier's Book Awards, which have opened for books published or self-published in 2023.
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                                The Smallest Stage wins big

                            




                            
                                20 December 2023
                            











                            
                                A recipient of our regional arts funding program has just been recognised as the Best Mainstage Production at the 2023 Performing Arts WA Awards.
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                                It’s a wrap for WA production of The Surfer starring Nicolas Cage

                            




                            
                                12 December 2023
                            











                            
                                As filming for the psychological thriller The Surfer wraps up in the South West this week, figures are coming to hand showing the flow on economic benefits to the region from the State Government supported production.
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                                It's show time: FRINGE is back to delight summer audiences

                            




                            
                                22 November 2023
                            











                            
                                The FRINGE WORLD Festival will return in 2024, with the government providing a significant funding boost to help deliver more than 500 events this summer.
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                                Forward works begin on screen production facility

                            




                            
                                17 November 2023
                            











                            
                                Forward works will begin at the site of Western Australia's new screen production facility located along Marshall Road, to the south of Whiteman Park, near the Malaga METRONET station precinct.
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                                Chapter closes on 2023 Premier's Reading Challenge

                            




                            
                                10 November 2023
                            











                            
                                Students from across Western Australia have read a total of more than 363,000 books in just 4 months — a new record for the Premier's Reading Challenge.
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                                Funding supports successful cultural and arts alliance in Kimberley

                            




                            
                                3 November 2023
                            











                            
                                More than $1 million in additional funding over 4 years has been approved for the successful Wirnan Cultural Engagement and Learning Project involving 6 art centres in the Kimberley.
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                                Great Southern region setting for new film starring Daisy Ridley

                            




                            
                                1 November 2023
                            











                            
                                Western Australia’s Great Southern region will provide a stunning backdrop for a survival-thriller film featuring international star Daisy Ridley (Star Wars sequel trilogy).
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                                Applications for Community Recovery Grants Program now open

                            




                            
                                20 October 2023
                            











                            
                                The Department of Local Government, Sport, and Cultural Industries is actively supporting the Community Recovery Grants Program, which is aimed at assisting communities affected by the events associated with ex-Tropical Cyclone Ellie.
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                                Supporting a thriving arts and culture sector in WA

                            




                            
                                18 October 2023
                            











                            
                                With the aim of ensuring a thriving cultural and creative industry, the State Government is providing organisational funding to Western Australia's peak arts and culture body, the Chamber of Arts and Culture, over the next 2 years.
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                                2 local bands win golden opportunity to support Coldplay

                            




                            
                                13 October 2023
                            











                            
                                2 Western Australian artists have been handed a rare career-boosting opportunity to support Coldplay at their upcoming sell-out Perth concerts.
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                                Roll cameras, it’s time to share your stories and filmmaking talents

                            




                            
                                5 October 2023
                            











                            
                                Submissions for The Best Australian Short Film Competition are now welcome with entries closing 22 January 2024.
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                                Vale Professor Ted Snell, AM CitWA
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                                Professor Ted Snell was known to everyone in the Perth arts community.
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                                Half a million dollars to encourage creativity in our schools
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                                Using creativity to enhance the critical thinking skills of children and young people is the main aim of awarding more than half a million dollars in grants to a wide variety of creative learning projects throughout WA.
                            

                        

						   

                       
                       

                     
                       
                       

                        

                            
                                [image: A stage featuring a band a a crowd in Fremantle]
                        

                        
                            
                                Freo was ship shape for Australia II 40 Years On celebrations

                            




                            
                                26 September 2023
                            











                            
                                Yeah buoy! The State Government threw a huge party in Fremantle to celebrate 40 years since a team from down under turned the sailing world upside down by winning the America’s Cup.
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    Culture and the arts funding

The department provides funding to promote participation and achievement in culture and the arts.

    



  
    

    Funding for culture and the arts Key dates calendar Application manual
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                    Aboriginal culture and arts

                                    The department recognises and values the talents of Aboriginal artists and acknowledges the depth and diversity of Aboriginal cultures.
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                    Regional arts

                                    We are committed to improving access to arts and culture and acknowledge the importance of finding new ways to support those who are producing world class work in regional, rural and remote locations.
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                    Cultural Infrastructure Toolkit

                                    The Cultural Infrastructure Toolkit supports the implementation of the WA Cultural Infrastructure Framework 2030+.
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                    Western Australian Cultural Infrastructure Map

                                    The Western Australian Cultural Infrastructure Map displays the State’s existing cultural infrastructure and can be used to search for a cultural facility, or for future planning to grow WA’s cultural engagement and creative economy.
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                    Research hub

                                    The research hub contains culture and the arts research projects, statistics and links to summary reports and publications about culture and the arts in Western Australia.
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                    Major Performing Arts companies

                                    The Major Performing Arts companies play a vital role in the development of artists and audiences, as well as being a large employer of artists and arts professionals in Western Australia.
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                    Access and inclusion

                                    The department recognises the universal value of culture and the arts to the wider community.
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                    Public art

                                    Public art can transform a place, mark an event, stimulate debate and generate cultural tourism.
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                    State Arts and Culture Partnership Honours

                                    Acknowledging the outstanding contributions of individual philanthropists and businesses who partner with arts and cultural organisations across WA.
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                    State Cultural Treasures

                                    Acknowledging the ability of artists to engage, move, involve and entertain audiences.
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                    Perth Cultural Centre

                                    Presenting an exciting new future for Perth’s ‘epicentre of culture’.
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                    Aboriginal Cultural Centre Project

                                    To be located on the traditional lands of the Whadjuk people in the Perth city, the Aboriginal Cultural Centre will commemorate the ongoing connections to the Derbarl Yerrigan (Swan River).
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    Acknowledgement of Country

The Government of Western Australia acknowledges the traditional custodians of this land. We pay tribute and our respects to Elders past and present.

Learn about Aboriginal history
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